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Thomson referred to this problem, and gave an
illustration of what a scientific explanation might
be, A stream of lava becomes after several years
covered with vegetation. How is it that we get
here forms of life where life there had been none ?
We know that the seeds were wafted by the wind,
and possibly in other accidental ways as well, and
finding a soil not unsuited to them, though pre-
viously it had been barren, they germinated and
produced the plants we find. Might we suppose
a sowing origin for the first occurrence of life in
any shape on the previously molten earth, now
cooled down sufficiently for the reception of vege-
table life? We know that meteorites fall from
time to time on to the surface of the earth. Where
they came from we do not know. They may, or
some of them may, have been small fragments
which flew off from some habitable globe in con-
sequence of collision with another globe. May
not one of these fragments have contained some
seeds, the spores perhaps of some lowly moss,
which thus were transported to the earth and
there germinated ?

I need not dwell on the difficulties attending such
a hypothesis, nor point out to you that even if it
were true there is far more to explain than merely
the first occurrence of life on earth, and that there
is no mode of transition that we know anything of